1982, but he said that tightening the curtains did not improve
ventilation any (Tr. 1195).  Williams testified that he and
Blevins, his helper, just tightened up six curtains which had
already been constructed across the pillared-out area.  He
could not say for sure how many they worked on but he "guessed"
that they worked on all six of them (Tr. 1207).  While other
witnesses had said that the curtains were nailed into timbers
along the sides, Williams testified that the sides of the cur-
tains were nailed into the coal itself.  When pressed as to
whether there were any timbers along the sides of the curtains,
Williams said that he did not remember (Tr. 1210).  Williams
said that they nailed the curtains to timbers or crib blocks
at the bottoms if they needed it and then he said that all of
them were nailed at the bottom so far as he could remember (Tr.
1210).  Williams' credibility was further eroded by the fact
that he claimed to have been able to know for certain that the
mine superintendent, Blankenship, walked behind his roof-bolting
machine on Monday, January IS, 1982 (Tr. 1219).  He said that
he recognized Blankenship because his roof-bolting machine has
"lights all around" it and he could identify Blankenship by his
white hat (Tr. 1220).  When Blankenship testified, he brought
his black hat into the hearing room and stated that he had had
that same black hat for the 18 years during which he has been
working in coal mines (Tr. 2010-2011).

Kevin Harvey was a shuttle car operator on the 3B Section
on Monday, January 18, 1982 (Tr. 1222).  He claims to have
heard Pittman call the mine foreman, Thomas, to state that they
lacked sufficient air and that they were going to need blocks
to get adequate ventilation (Tr. 1224).  After Pittman had
called Thomas, Harvey said that he went across the pillared-out
area and checked the curtains, but they were fairly tight and
there was not much more they could do to them (Tr. 1226).
After production was stopped by Blankenship on Monday, Harvey
believes that he checked the curtains in the Nos. 5 and 6 en-
tries along the pillared-out area, but he could not say who
helped him check the curtains and he could not say whether or
not he helped place plastic curtains over the unplastered cin-
der block stoppings which Toney and his three helpers had
stacked before production was stopped by Blankenship (Tr. 1235).

Randy Dale Workman was a shuttle car operator (Tr. 1158)
and he testified that he recalled working on both Friday and
Monday, January 15 and 18, 1982 (Tr. 1159).  He testified that
he and the other shuttle car operator went to the Nos. 1 and
2 entries and checked the curtains at the pillared-out area.
They then returned to the face area and wondered where every-
body else was and then went back to the pillared-out area and
checked the curtains in the No. 3 entry.  Workman recalled
vividly that some of the curtains were "* * * flying loose,
some hanging down, some had to be hung back, some had to have
stuff put on the bottom of them to hold them down so the air
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